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LENDERS REFUSES PROPER HELP ORK ASBESTOS

Finance hndster johm
Lenders and local Labor
MP [an Maxfield attended
the July GARDS Support
meeting last Toesday alovy
pecple ncinding ooy
safferars of asbestos, and
their farnihes.

At the meeting families
spaike out aboat thedir ex-
periences of inadequate
medical amd hespital ser-
vices in the region and the
enormouas stress this s
placing on seriously 1
people and their famities.
Concerns weve aiso raised
about desnclition practices
at the Traralgon Hespital,
oid Yailowrn powes stations
and other government-
asbestos and other toxic
smbstances. These sitex are
owned and managed by
Minister Lenders depart-
ment (Treasay and Fi-
nance}.

The Mintster was ques-
tioned aboat the secrecy
surrounding the proposed
of abjections were raised
about the exdiusion of con-
tractor emygployees, and
families. Srong concern
'was expressed aboot the

existing VMIA/SECV hmg
screening program.

Minister Lemders responded,
by re-committing the govern-
ment to the mortality count
project and anmouncing that
the: governmuent will withhold
further commiiments for ar
least another twelve maonths
until after the project results
are knowi. GARDS has since
contacted Mr. Maxfieid to
confirm whether the govern-
ment infends ignoring the
probiems far longer than
twelve mocths. GARDS sec-
retary Cheryl Wragg said
“the state governumerd is re-
fusing to help in the ways we
need, Their only commifment
iz to superficial gestares.
Their cxxrent siance is un-
ethical and objectionable.
We hope pecple remember
thix at the next election.
“Concern about the comtin-
wved neglect of asbestos dis-
ease-related problems in the

GARDS network of families.

GARDS Essistard Secretary
Vicki Hamilton called for the
Lairobe Valley Community
Hospital (Moe} and the adja-

{ cent (and vacant) aged care

facility to be reinstated as a

She said “this could he up
and ronming iIn less ne
than 3 wiil takre fo compiete
the mortaiity conmt. We
need proper facitities and
hefp noyr, This State Labor
government is condennimg
LV families, faced witl as-
bestos disease, o at least
another twweive montits of
quate regional beglh, hos-
They are refusing to heldp,
they wan't even agree to sit
down and propesiy talk
about the problems and
approptiate responses.”

During the run up to the
Stte electon, GARDS will
coract each candidate for
the seats of Morwell and
Narracan (o strvey their
responses 1o ashestos prob-
lems in the region. Ms.
Hamilton said “We will let
the community know what
the candidates are saying
dates wil! be ndged ac-
cordingty by the commm-
ity at the bafiot.
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Come on Mr. Bracks — a little justice and compassion
for the Latrobe Valley

Welcome to all new members who have recently joined the GARDS network of families. We also ex-
tend thanks to our supporters and donors.

In our commumity, at an individual, family and neighborhood levels, and amongst organisations and
businesses, more and more people are putting their *shoulder 1o the wheel'. As reported in Askestos
News and made real at our meetings, at our facilities and in the day to day activities of our network,
GARDS is all about individuals, families, organisations, institutions and businesses in our commmumity
co-operating and collaborating to acknowledge the problems, provide support, and show active compas-
sion.

At the July Support meeting of GARDS, Minister Lenders visited us where he spoke of compassion
and the govemment's handling of damages payouts for victims. He also spoke of the govemment need-
ing more information about the Latrobe Valley asbestos situation (from a limited moxtality count pro-
ject) in order to develop a response.

We were and are heartened that Minister Lenders came to meet with s - the government and the La-
trobe Valley commaumity must meet and work together to improve our situation - but we were also left
wondering whether anyone in the government has leamt anything about the reality in the Valley and
bothered to tell the Minister? For exampie, Mr. Lenders cited the government’s instruction to speed up
the settlement process as demonstration of its compassion. Yet for many, perhaps the majorty of af-
fected families in the Valley, this is off the mark. As the government's own documents report, the ma-
jority of people in the Jargest group of possible claimants, those who develop asbestos related Iung can-
cer, never make it to settlement because they never make a claim.

Lung cancer, unlike mesothelioma, has a number of causes. Where tobacco is involved or an occupa-
tional history not taken, asbestos effects can be missed or discounted during medical diagnosis.

For these people the 'system’ looks something like this.

Many die, they and their family unaware if asbestos was the culprit or part culprit.

[f the person dies, only some families will seck an antopsy.

Some of these will seek legal advice about taking legal action.

1t must be proven that a mis- or missed diagnosis occurred on the part of the doctor/s, hospital, or
health service provider. Some families get past this point

The now small minority who continne with action involving a misdiagnosis and -

are successful, may then lodge for a missed claim against the SECV.

The claim is processed by this government's ‘faster’ system

and will most likely be successful.

If the claimant dies during steps 2-3 the claim can continue and eventually, if successful, a dam-
agcs payment will be made to the victim's famxly However, the component of the payment that
‘recognises’ the pain and suffering of the victim is not paid. Entitlement to this, the largest component
of the total payment for many, dies with the victim.
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At what point/s does this system deliver compassion and justice to victims and their families?

Over the last eight or more months GARDS has been unfairly and incorrectly accused, by the State
government and others, of being preoccupied with matters of money and damages payouts. For the re-
cord, our concerns are about justice and the best possible care for our community. Many families in
the GARDS network believe that justice would be better served by sending those people te gzol whose
workplace negligence maims and kills. Many also see justice were the State government fo provide the
Latrobe Valley with the medical, bospital and health services we want and need. Ensuring the eco-
nomic care of victims and their families is yet another component of justice. So is demanding and ex-
pecting the prevention of future deaths from asbestos and other mdustnal toxins in the name and mem-
ory of those who have already lost their lives. To heal this situation, active compassion must be guided
by justice.

{ Putting money ahead of people, the leng-held position of the SECV and most state governments over
the years, created the problem and set the pattern for neglecting the people. This is our long experience
with a few important exceptions. In 1979 the SECV, under a liberal government led by Lindsay
Thompson, acknowledged the situation and started 2king action in co-operation with the people. The
governments of Cain and Kimer continued and extended this commitment. But in 1992, the days of
neglect and worse returned with the election of the Kennett government. In 2002, we ask the Bracks
government how will you be recorded in the memory of our community: as activefy compassionate
and just? or putting money ahead of people and contiming the neglect?'

FROM THE VALLEY VOICE TO AWHISPER

Our retinng member of parliaments voice was loud and clear on the asbestos issue in May, 1993 when
he wrote in a local newspaper colummn that:

“The second item of news was the publicity given io the asbesios related problems for so many people
who worked in our older power stations in the Latrobe Valley. Families could also be affected by this

killer material. : A

While I am surprised by the fairly negative reaction to this publicity by eur community leaders, I have
great sympathy for those families who have lost or who will lose a loved one due (o asbestos.

We cannot pretend that it didn’t happen and hope the problem will go away. What can and shvuld hap-
pen is that we ensure there is a clear understunding of how and why the problem occurred ond ensure it
never happens again. 1 just happen to helieve that people are more important than profits.”

Now when he really has the opportanity fo make a difference his voice has become a whisper.
QUOTE: PARLIAMENT AND YOU - BY KEITH HAMILTON MLA FOR MORWELL
LATROBE VALLEY EXPRESS, MAY 1993

=) off
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TO KATH PRUST & FAMILY
TOR THEIR VERY GENEROUS
DONATION ON BEHALY OF
THEIR LATE HUSBAND & FATHER

TO FAY NEEDHEAM & FAMILY
FOR REQUESTING THAT MONEY
DONATIONS BE MADE
TO GARDS INC. IN ARNOLDS
MEMORY

TO MATRICE, BLACKBURN & CASHMAN
FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION
TOWERDS OUR NEW BRANCH OYTICE
ATR GARDS —- MELBOURNE

ALSO GAYE TREVAN WHO WAS
INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING THIS
YERY GENEROUS DONATION

TO TREVOR WATSON, ROD Le LIEVRE

& VICKI HAMILTON FOR THE WONDERFULLY
DESIGNED LETTER HEAD AND ENVELOPES
WITH OUR NEW LOGO ON IT. GREAT JOR
GUY'S & GIRL.

TO CHERYL WRAGG FOR THE DONKTION
OF THE FRIDGE TO OUR OFFICE. WE CAN
NOW MAVE X CUPPA ANYYIME.

TO VICKI HEMILTON FOR THE CORDLESS
JUG TO MAKE TROSE CUPPA’S WITH.
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In November 2001 Barbara O'Shea,
aged 50 and mcther of three, first
noticed that she was getting shoxt of
breath. nitially she was diagncse
with mesothelioma

Barbara had not worked with asbes-
tos. Her husband Lawrie, asa
plumber regulariy cut and handled
asbestos cement fues used in the
installation of gas appliances be-
tween 1975 and 1984. Barbara’s con-
tact with ashestos came through
washing Lawrie’s overalls and work
was considered hazardous, bat he
had no idea, that # conld Xdil, nor that
his work clothing was putiing his fan-
ily at risk.

Barbara issned a Writ against the
State of Victaria, who took over the
liabilities of the former Gas & Foel
Corparation who had employed Law-
rie between, 1975 and 1978. Amaca
Pty Lid (formerily known as fames
Hardie Pty Lid) were also named as a
Defendant to the proceeding as they
had manufactured the asbestos ftues
working as a self employed phimber.
The basis of the claim was that the
State of Victoria and Amaca Pty Lad
knew, or should have Soown that
Lawrie’s contact with the asbestos
flues was not only risking his health,
but alsc had the potential to contami-
nate his clothing, and thos pat his
family at risk of ashestos disease in
the fuhme.

Ay Barabara’s health was detexiorat-
fmey hver evidenoe was recorded on
wickeo 10 shown to a fodge and jury at
a later date. The Sepreme Court or-
dered that her case be fixed for trial
with pricrity, and it was Iisted for
hearing on 29 Joiy 2002.

Cm 26 fuiy 2002 negotiations were
=king place to try and resolve the
case. However, as the State of Victoria
aned Amaca Pty 1id would not agree to
removal of a confidentialily clanse,
fiiven Lawrie, to his credit, would not
agree to setile despite his wife"s frag-
ilie health.

Sadly, Barbara died on 27 July 2002.

Lamrie comragecusly stood by his
mincipals and went to court ca 29 fuly
2002, He could not agree to any seele-
oend that wonkd ot allow him to talk
aboat the circumstances of Barbara™s
asbesﬁosecposm*eaﬁdhermo-
thefioma. Immediately poor to the
commencement of the trial, and after
fmrther neqgotiations, the State of Vic-
toria and Amaca Pty lid agreed to
coxfine the confidentiality claste fo
the amonnt of setiement anly. This
enabled Lawrie to make public how
imcredibly dangerous asbestos is, and
the sometimes {ragic consequences of
even minimal exposme.
Barbara’s case was one of the first in
Wictoria to demonstrate the effective-
wess of changes to legislation which
enable people to be compensated for
vided the ciaim has been commenced

during their ifetime. GARDS and oth-
ers deserve 10 be applanded for thedr
efforts and advoracy to ensure ihe kn-
plementarion of this change.

The courage demonsirated by Barbara
and Lawtie O'Shea is overwhelming
Lawrie hopes that by ensuring the case
went public that othess will appreciate
the insidious natare of asbestos and
that those 'who continue to come into
contact with it take every possibie pre-
caution, and et futore lives can be
saved.

GARDS wishes to express their smcere
sympathy to Lawrie and ¥s family
their time of sorrow.

GARDS would also like to acknowl-
edge that not alt families receive pub-
lic acknowledgement of thedr sitnaticr.
To every family fouched by asbestox
our thoughts are with you_

Gaye Trevan is a GARDS meraber and
volunteer, She is a Leqgal Executive
with Manrice Blackburmn and Cashan
soficitors, If yon need informsation or
advice call Gaye on 36052729 o Free
call 1800810812 or contact GARDS Inc.
ph. 51281218

PERPETUAL MEMORIAL—SPONSORED BY LV FUNERAL SERVICES

GARDS perpetual memocial honors
loved ones afflicted by asbestos dis-
ease,

It ix open to all families, and there jis
no fee involved.

I you would like your loved one to be
remembered in the remorial, please
call on Fay Ph. 51272038 v  Doro-

thy on Ph. 51274174
The GARDS perpetual memorial—a

special commmunity service sporsored

by Latrobe Valley Funeral Services.
GARDS has been yexy fortomate to have

Mir Jolm Leckey support this organization

from its small begiomingy. We value his
support and thank him very much

very much for all he and his staff
have done for ns.

THENX YOU 50 MECH
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The article you are about 1o read first
appeared inthe 1.D.5.A. Inc. News
June, 2002. This article and the fate
of the industrial manslanghter bill is
highly relevant to cur canse. We rin
this article for the Inferest of our
readers.

The ‘Crimes (Workplace Deaihs and
Serious Infuxies) Bill’, was recently
rejected by the Legislative Council
in the Victorian Parlizment. This Leg-
islation was previocusly passedin the
Legislative Assembly, after amend-
ments made by the Attorney Gen-
eral Hon. Rob Hulls and independent
member for Gippsiand West. Hon.
Susan Davies were accepted on 14th
May 2002.

The challenge for the cpposition was
to come up with real and constrac-
tive amendments to the bill to assist
the Government in redocing work-
place deaths, but they™ve chosen to
reject it oulright, preferring to wait
until the next election before an-
nouneang their own policy. We wait
to see wiat eventoates.

This decision will disappoint many of
the members of INSA along with
GARDS members. While the pro-
posed legislation provided for pen-
alties up to $5 million for a company
and up to $180,000 and 5 years jail
for individuals and managemendt in
cases of gross negligence, ey of
s feel that the threats of prosecodion
alone, would have assisted in
achieving a heightened level in

awareness of safely in the work-
place. No one wants io see anybody
in fail, but the opposition, by block-
ing the passage of this legisiation,
are telling us that they are safisfied
with the numnbers of workplace
deaths, which have consistently ex-
ceeded a level of over 30 each year,
for more than a decade (this mwin-
her does not include fhe much
higher smmber of deaths from in-
dustyial disease “editors note’).
Something needs 1o be done, no one
should be sitting on their hands, we
realize everyone shouid be respon-
sible for themselves, buat what about
those wihw are ignorant of the work-
place or the safety hazards. The only
pecple who have knowledge of and
the compiete power and authority to
do something in their workplace are
the management Make them take
responsibility by making them fear
inl of the consequences.

Your precicus video memories from
fading away, put your Hi- 8, VHS or
VHS-C tapes on to long lasting VCD'S
(video disc) or DVD-R for fuhre gen-
erations.

Super 8 film and 8mm Sim can also
be transferred to disc

Act now before it's oo late!

Phone Robbie at Tramsvid om
0418107139

Room 8, Latrobe Business Centre
Darfirmuria Avenue

Newborough. .

NEWBOROUGH
GREAPHICS AND SIGNS
Cars, boats, shops and

general sign wozk.
contact Rod on 51262644

As you may have noticed the front of the

newsletter has had a change of face
again. It now has the new GARDS logo.

Thanks to Trevor Watson from Skills on

Line for creating this wonderfol new

logo. He has been working very hard on

this project and our new web yite, It
you would like to see the web site just

NEW GARDS L0GO

go to www.gards_org

Hyon have been to our offices in the
Last 2 weeks yoo would also hevre no-

Basiness Cexdre.
You will start to notice this sign ap-
pearing all over.

ticed our rather large signage which is
Iocated at the fromt entrance 1o Latrobe

st e kst Lo Sy o
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GARDS lnc. SUPPORT
GIPPSLAND ASBENTOS RELATED DISEASES SYPPORT INC. | provides sapport & infommation to ashestos sulferers, their éamilies & carers.
3638 Darkinxin Avenue ’ This includes home visits by GARDS woluntpess, a teleghoae abvice senvice,
Newborough 3825

& drop-ia service at GARDS office. GARDS inc. support also conducts a
POBx 111
Hoe moxikly meeting (1.30nm—3.30pm on the last Tuesday of the monik) where
WVICTORIA 3525

gwest greseaters are invited tn provide information abost regiowal sspgort
Phone; 53281218 services, and other areas of interest & assistance. The meetings aso provide
Fax: 51273844

2 gathering place for experiesces. GARDS Support is ope o anyose witose
Fvess have been alfected by ashestos & theirfamilies.

Email: gardo@datafast net.au

GARDS . ADVOCACY
mgards.nrg Is the arganizational, activities & advocating amn of GARDS bac.
GARDS Adwocacy meetings are 7.30pm—9.30pm on the thinl Twesday eve-
. . . ning of the mowth providing afocal point for isformation skavg, problerm
| ideaiification & campaiga development. People interested in beconsing
§ % acive s GARDS Inc. ADVOCACY & bave voting rights ave regaives to Goke ont

 GARDS mesnbership & annual sabscription. GARDS fnc. ADWOCACY is fo-
cased on improviag bealth suppoit senvices & compessalion anangeents
0 ashestos sulfers, & Dieir famiies, ensaring asbestns—selated issues are
keptin the public eye, & ridding our eavironment of asbestins.

Gippstand Asbeslos Related Diseases Support Inc.

ABOUT G.A.R.D.S. INC.

EXECUTIVE THE GARDS OFFICE IS OPEN UP AND COMING EVENTS
PRESIDENT: MONDXY: 9.20AM—2.30PM GERDS SUPPORT:
Lyle Seear Ph. 51671876 TUESDAY: 1.00PM—3.00PM Kugust: Latrobe Valley Funeral Sex-
VICE PRESIDENT: WEDNESDAY: By Appoimment vices - . john Leckey
Trevor Callow  Ph. 51342268 TRORSDAY: 12 NOON-—3.00PM S”’“”’I"’:GI:;W’ Miller —Family
SECRETKRY: Call in for a chat and cuppa har: Earen W _
Cheryi Wragg Ph. S127379%0 Therapist
ESSISTANT SECRETARY/ GARDS SUPFORT MEETINGS: GARDS ADVOCACY:
TREASURER: Last Tuesday of the month, 1.30pm— | | Xugust: No spealker
Vicki Hamilton Ph. 51278219 3.30pm < o be asmounced
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS:
Dorothy Roberts Ph. 51274174 GARDS ADVOCACY MEETINGS;
Fay Needham Ph 51272038 3rd Tuesday evening of the month,
GARDS MEMBERSHIP FEE: 1-30pm—a.30pm ] }
$4.95 '

GARDS ANNUAL FEE: @
$11.00 (EMPLOYED)

$2.75 (PENSION/CONC))




| Gippsiand Asbestos Related Diseases Support Inc.




