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Effective controls
All Australian workplaces must follow work health and safety laws. These can vary 
between states and territories although the duty of care for employers and workers 
across Australia is similar.
Employers are required to ensure the health and safety of their workers and others at 
their workplace.
Employers have a duty to control the risks associated with work.
Workers must take reasonable care of their own health and safety, must not negatively 
affect the health and safety of other people and follow any reasonable instruction and 
workplace health and safety policies.
To follow work health and safety laws, employers should eliminate or reduce exposure 
to hazards by following the risk management process (Figure 1). If suitable control 
measures are not in place, anyone working around silica dust has an increased risk of 
developing lung cancer. Workers should always be involved in the process.

The occupations with the greatest 
exposure include:

•	 miners
•	 construction workers
•	 farmers
•	 engineers.

You may be exposed to 
silica dust if your work 
involves:
•	 �breaking, crushing, grinding or milling 

material containing silica dust

•	 sand blasting or casting
•	 �paving, surfacing or cement finishing
•	 bricklaying
•	 demolition work
•	 road construction
•	 stone masonry
•	 mineral ore-treating processes
•	 �manufacture of glass, ceramics, brick, 

concrete, tile, metals or machinery

Do you know what Do you know what 
contains silica?contains silica?
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100+ Monash 1st year Med students session 

Monash 1st Year Medical Students Bios  
– placement at ACV/GARDS

My name is Hannah, and I’m a first 
year medical student at Monash Uni. 
Before med, I completed my Bachelor 
of Biomedical Science at Monash, 
which taught me so much about the 
science behind medicine and really 
fuelled my passion for clinical practice 
and hands-on work. I’m originally from 
Ballarat, and moved to Melbourne to 
begin my studies back in my first year of 
my undergraduate degree. 
I’ve really enjoyed the move to Churchill 
to study medicine - it’s nice to leave the 
hustle and bustle of Melbourne and get 
back out into regional Victoria. When 
I’m not studying and doing my uni work, 
you can often find me quietly indulging 
in some reality TV - I have so many 

opinions on Survivor and are happy 
to share with anyone who asks - or 
passionately cheering on Richmond. 
Even though we might lose a lot, it’s the 
effort that counts, right?
Through Monash’s Community-Based 
Placement program, I’ve been lucky 
enough to immerse myself in the 
Gippsland community through ACV. 
Vicki has been incredible in helping 
us learn so much about the impacts 
of asbestos and silica exposure within 
the Gippsland region and Victoria 
as a whole. One of the highlights of 
the placement for me was a trip to 
Newborough TAFE, where we got to see 
Vicki speak with a group of apprentices 
about the risks of asbestos exposure 
and where it can be found in their day-
to-day work. It really surprised me just 
how many areas of the home asbestos 
can be found in. 

We were also lucky enough to get to 
speak with survivors of silicosis and 
mesothelioma. It was incredibly eye-
opening to learn how so many people 
are exposed to asbestos unknowingly 
and the terrible impacts it can have on 
their lives. It was also quite inspiring to 
listen to how they are able to keep on 
going and advocate for other survivors, 
alongside trying to prevent further 
exposures. 
I’m deeply grateful for this experience 
and the effort that Vicki and ACV have 
put into making this a placement I 
have learned so much from. Over the 
rest of my education - and career - I’ll 
be able to implement so many of the 
lessons I’ve learned, and I hope to 
continue to advocate for those who 
have been exposed to asbestos and 
silica. Hopefully, I also want to be 

able to educate my fellow students 
and colleagues, to ensure that future 
patients know that they always have 
someone in their corner. 

Hannah

Hi! My name’s Mackenzie and I am a 
first year medical student at Monash 
University who was given the amazing 
opportunity to be placed at the 
Asbestos Council of Victoria for a 
community placement. 
A little bit about me, I knew I always 
wanted to be a doctor from when I 
was very young. I always wanted to 
be in a career where I can help people 
and make differences in people’s lives, 
combining that with my love of science, 
medicine was always the answer.

 In future, I’d like to be a doctor that 
is kind and understanding but also 
knowledgeable and quick thinking. I see 
myself potentially going into oncology 
as I love learning about the immune 
system, but i’m not ruling anything out 
before my clinical placements! Having 
the opportunity to be placed with Vicki 
at GARDS was amazing. I was very 
optimistic about the placement from 
the start as not only is it applicable to 
my future career, it also involves helping 
people. I knew I wanted to learn about 
asbestos and silica poisoning going into 
it, and i did, but I have also learnt so 
much more. Having the opportunity 
to talk to silicosis and mesothelioma 

sufferers was a true standout and really 
put me in their shoes to what they’re 
going through and gave me a deeper 
understanding. 
While i’m still yet to do it on a future 
placement day, I am also really excited 
to be given the opportunity to go 
to Mairin to see how they test for 
asbestos and silica. The work Vicki does 
is honestly unreal, her passion and 
advocacy  for her clients is admirable. 
I have thus far really enjoyed my 
placement at GARDS and will hold 
everything I learnt with me through life. 

Mackenzie

Hello. 

Hello. 

9th April 2025 saw ACV/
GARDS reps conduct a 
session to 100+ Monash 
Uni Med students at the 
Churchill campus. 
They were given a broad exposure 
to our sufferers and carers dealing 
with asbestos through Brian our 
mesothelioma rep and Karen 
Healy as the carer, we also had 
on board our silica representative 
Joanna Mcneill & of course our 
Secretary Vicki Hamilton. It was 
great meeting all the students. 
They were very interested with 
what our reps had to say and asked 
many questions, and we thank, 
Shivaughn Hem-Lee-Forsyth PhD, 
MPH, FRSPH, Senior Lecturer/
Coordinator Health & Society 
Graduate Entry Medicine Program, 
Monash Rural Health for helping to 
facilitate this get together.  
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Dr Rick van der Zwan joined 
ASSEA in August 2024. As 
Director, Research, Evaluation, 
and Data, he leads ASSEAs 
research and evaluation 
programs for both the Asbestos 
and Silica National Strategic 
Plans.
Rick started his career in the military, 
leaving the RAAF to study science at 
the University of Sydney. Having gained 
Honours in Psychology, Rick went on 
to complete his PhD at Sydney Uni 
before moving to Zurich to complete 
a postdoc in neuroscience. There he 
worked on understanding how it is that 
the human brain takes information 
from the eye and turns it into rich, 
meaningful perceptions of objects. 
He later returned to Sydney Uni to 
lead the visual perception team in the 
Department of Psychology. Rick then 
spent more than 20 years, in Australia 
and around the world, working as a 
Behavioural Neuroscience researcher.
As the first person in his family to 
finish high school, Rick has always been 
aware of the power of education to 
act as an escalator. Understanding that 
access to education can change the 
trajectory of someone’s career and 
life, Rick eventually moved to regional 
NSW to work in an environment where 
most university students were, like 
him, ‘first in family’. Setting up one of 
the first neuroscience research labs 
outside of a metro area, Rick worked 
Director of Research at Southern Cross 
University between 2010 and 2014. 
There he set up research and learning 
programs that provided pathways to 
regional students into research and 
into professional practice.
During that time, Rick’s research 
interests broadened from lab-based 
experiments into more applied 
projects. It was at that time that he 
secured funding, from Comcare, 
for a project titled “The Asbestos 
Monologues”. That project developed 
the first tailored application of 
internet resources to intentionally 
support those caring for loved ones 
with asbestos related diseases. 
The outcomes of the project were 
impactful, attracting the attention 

of the NSW Government and 
governments in Europe.
In 2014 Rick left academia, mindful that 
a whole life is a long time to do just 
one thing. Continuing his engagement 
with regional Australia, Rick became 
the Manager of the Evaluation Team 
for the then Department of Regional 
NSW. There he led the development 
of an evaluation strategy that would 
allow the NSW government to evaluate 
programs and spending from $1 
million to $1 billion. He also focused 
on developing the effectiveness 
of education strategies, building a 
framework for measuring student 
development across behaviours 
critical for the future of work that was 
implemented in schools in Asia and the 
USA.
Joining ASSEA, Rick saw the 
opportunity to contribute to programs 
that would support both individuals 
and whole communities. One key 
focus of the work Rick leads for ASSEA 
is to leverage effectively the data 
the Agency holds. In particular, Rick 
is interested in how the research he 
leads can anticipate risks and dangers 
in order to ameliorate the impacts 
of asbestos and silica on individuals 
and communities. He is leading the 
implementation of the National 
Residential Heatmap onto the Digital 
Atlas of Australia. That innovation 
allows ASSEA provide governments at 
all levels with data for disaster planning 
and responding. It also facilitates 
planning for proactive removal of 
asbestos from the built environment 
by providing a tool for risk calculation, 
allowing priority targeting of most at 
risk communities and locations.
Similarly, Rick is leading work to 
understand the dynamics of low-level 
exposures to asbestos: More than 
6,000,000 tonnes of asbestos remain 
in our built environment, meaning that 
almost every Australian will, at some 
time, be around asbestos containing 
materials either at home, school, 
work, or elsewhere. What is not clear, 
yet, is the impact of cumulative small 
exposures, and Rick and his team are 
working to understand the implications 
of that type of exposure profile, again 
with a view to informing proactive 
removal!

Asbestos and Silica Safety Eradication  
Agency (ASSEA)

ACV/GARDS were thrilled to be 
able to purchase a brand new id 
Buzz Volkswagen fully electric van.
Our old van had done quite a few 
kilometre’s and was starting to 
require more maintenance. So it 
was time to change and upgrade. 
If you see us driving around in 

Victoria somewhere this is what 
you will be looking from now on. 
It has the same seating capacity 
to be able to carry 7 passengers 
or a heap of medical equipment.   
Pictured here is Dorothy, Vicki and 
Sharyn

New Van for 
ACV/GARDS

ProfileProfile
Director Rick Van 
Der Zwan
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Profile on A/Professor Anthony 
Linton – Medical Oncologist and 
Academic & Research Director, 
Asbestos and Dust Diseases 
Research Institute (ADDRI)
I am a medical oncologist based 
at Concord Repatriation General 
Hospital in Sydney, specialising in 
mesothelioma, and the Academic and 
Research Director at the Asbestos 
and Dust Diseases Research Institute 
(ADDRI).
After graduating from UNSW Sydney 
back in 2003, I started work as a junior 
doctor at Concord and very quickly 
discovered a passion for oncology. 
Like many in this field, I was drawn to 
the human side of cancer care — the 
relationships between patients, their 
families and the health care workers 
that they engaged with. And amidst 
the sadness, a hope that we could 
make a meaningful impact to not only 
the quantity of life, but the quality.  
After completing my physician and 
oncology training, when the time 
came to figure out what I wanted to 
really focus on, the stories of those 
with mesothelioma really stood out.  
These were people with devastating 
diagnoses, often linked to something 
completely outside their control — a 
job they held 30 years ago or the 
house they grew up in – it struck a 

deep chord and motivated me to 
pursue my research in this area. 
In 2011, I became the inaugural 
Biaggio Signorelli Fellow at ADDRI – an 
opportunity provided by the Biaggio 
Signorelli Foundation ( a family with 
deep personal experience of the 
devastation that mesothelioma can 
cause) - and that’s when I really started 
digging into the science. My PhD 
focused on prognostic markers and 
therapeutic targets in mesothelioma. 
I wanted to understand why these 
cancers behave the way they do, why 
some people live longer than others, 
and — most importantly — how we 
can do better.
Fast-forward to now, and I’m wearing 
a few hats. Clinically, I work with 
patients who have thoracic cancers 
(lung and mesothelioma) and also 
brain and genitourinary cancers. But 
my research work at ADDRI is what 
drives the longer game. As Academic 
& Research Director, I oversee a 
team that’s focused on translating lab 
discoveries into real-world outcomes. 
We’re looking at biomarkers, trial 
design, early detection, novel therapies 
— anything that can give our patients 
hope. 
One of the most frustrating things 
about mesothelioma is how 
preventable it is. Asbestos use might 
have been banned in Australia in 2003, 

but the legacy is still everywhere — in 
a third of our homes, in workplaces, 
in schools. We see people exposed 
decades ago who are only now 
showing signs of disease. That’s why 
a big part of what we do at ADDRI is 
advocacy. We work closely with patient 
groups and government bodies to 
make sure awareness stays high and 
that patients get the support they 
deserve.  
In our capacity as the WHO 
Collaborating Centre for Elimination 
of Asbestos and Dust-Related 
Diseases, I’ve had the privilege of 
contributing to global training efforts 
aimed at improving the diagnosis and 
management of these diseases. Our 
focus is on building local capacity—
supporting clinicians and governments 
with practical knowledge and tools that 
work in their specific contexts.
Our most recent programs have been 
in Indonesia, Vietnam and Laos, with 
our next session planned for Cambodia 
in August. It’s incredibly humbling 
to witness the dedication of local 
clinicians, often working under very 
challenging conditions. Our role is 
not to overhaul their systems, but to 
strengthen them—helping them make 
the best use of the resources they have 
to better care for their patients. 
Every week I meet people in my clinic 
who’ve never heard of mesothelioma 

until the day they were diagnosed. 
Often, they’re still trying to process the 
word while I’m talking to them about 
chemotherapy, immunotherapy or 
clinical trials. That emotional weight 
never goes away, but it’s also what 
makes the wins — even small ones — 
incredibly meaningful.
A big part of my life as a clinician is 
working with students and junior 
doctors. And whilst it is so easy to 
get caught up in the excitement of 
the science, at its heart a career in 
oncology is about people. It’s about 
sitting with someone in the hardest 
moment of their life and trying to 
make it just a little easier. And it is such 
a privilege to do this.   For me, it is all 
about what we can do for people… 
the next patient… the next generation.  
This is where the research fits in – the 
small steps, the small victories to bring 
us closer to the next big thing that will 
turn the tide on this cancer for patients 
and their families. 
There’s no shortage of challenges 
in this field, but I believe we’re 
making real progress. Whether 
it’s immunotherapy, personalised 
medicine, or earlier detection 
strategies, the future looks more 
hopeful than it did when I first started. 
And for someone with mesothelioma, 
hope — even just a little — is 
everything.

Asbestos Dust Disease Research 
Institute (ADDRI)

Asbestos and Silica Safety and 
Eradication Agency 

ProfileProfile
Professor 
Anthony Linton 

The Asbestos Product 
Guide, developed by 
the Asbestos and Silica 
Safety and Eradication 
Agency (ASSEA), provides 
a visual reference for 
various types of products 
with asbestos containing 
material (ACM) that can 
still be found in Australia.
It provides images and 
descriptions of asbestos 
products, information on when 
and where they were used, as 
well as marketed brand and 
product names where known.
Some images are sourced from 
manufacturer publications 

to aid recognition and 
provide provenance for some 
products. Updates will occur 
from time to time, as more 
images and information 
become available – you 
can find the guide at this 
link https://products.
asbestossafety.gov.au/  
or use search bar on ASSEA 
web site.
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Fundraising For ACV/GARDS Memorial 
For Asbestos Sufferers 

How you can help

Asbestos and the  
Latrobe Valley
We used to climb over that 
[asbestos lagging], it was 
just like fluff and it used to 
blow up into the air and 
we used to throw it at each 
other and play in it and 
have a good old time. That 
was just normal.

Former power station 
employee

Thousands of people have died 
of asbestos-related illnesses 
in the Latrobe Valley since the 
power industry began. Although 
the adverse health effects 
of asbestos were noted as 
early as 1899 and the lethality 
of asbestos recognised by 
governments in Britain and the 
United States, the dangers of 
asbestos only became widely-
known in Australia in the 1970s. 
In the 1940s and 1950s, the 
SEC was informed of the 
dangers of exposure to asbestos 
dust in its power stations but 
the information was widely 
disregarded by the authorities.  
A former SEC employee at 

Yallourn power station noted 
that in the 1960s ‘you could 
walk into “A” station and you 
couldn’t see the other end of the 
boilers.’
Victoria banned the use of 
asbestos in 2003, but the use of 
asbestos in the power stations 
of the Latrobe Valley has 
contributed to the development 
of asbestos-related disease in 
thousands of people.  Asbestos-
related illnesses have affected 
not only workers’ families but 
also the whole community. 

ACV/GARDS 
Memorial 
Sculpture
This sculpture is designed as a 
memorial to the people who lost 
their lives to asbestos-related 
diseases contracted at power 
stations in the Latrobe Valley. 
The sculpture depicts a power 
worker with his young daughter 
to recognise that asbestos-
related diseases did not, and 
do not, just impact workers but 
their whole families too.
The sculpture uses a 
contemporary art approach 
to revitalise narratives of the 

power stations in a way that is 
both respectful and historically 
accurate. Design work has been 
driven by historical research into 
clothing and objects from the 
1960s era, with styles carefully 
chosen by ACV/ GARDS to 
reflect the 1920s-80s to ensure 
the sculpture is relatable to all 
impacted families. 
The man and child have a 
familiar, unimposing stance. 
They will be produced at 
1:1.15 scale to evoke a sense 
of connection to and empathy 
with the lived and personal 
experiences of those impacted 
by asbestos-related diseases. 
ACV/GARDS have wanted to 
commemorate the thousands 
of people who died across 
the Latrobe Valley through a 
memorial for over 25 years. 
Proposed to be located in 
the Moe Botanical Gardens, 
this sculpture will provide a 
dedicated and accessible place 
for community reflection and 
remembrance at long last.
Here are some pics around this 
statue that we will incorporate 
in a mural a long with others and 
the statue itself 

ACV/GARDS has commenced fundraising 
for this very important memorial in 
Gippsland to recognize all those who 
have suffered and passed away from this 
terrible carcinogen. 
We are intending to have a mural as part of the 
sculpture which we believe will compliment the 
meaning of why we have created it.

If you would like to help us to get this dream 
realized for so many families you can donate to 

our memorial fund by making a bank transfer to 
Bank Australia

BSB 313140 
Account # 12542553

Memorial fund 
All donations will be recognized on a wall/plaque 
and you can notify us of your donation by emailing 
us at enquiries@gards.org or contacting the office 
on # 0407 274 173 so that we can document your 
name for the wall/plaque – you can also send us a 
letter to say you have donated



ASBESTOS COUNCIL OF VICTORIA / GARDS INC. 7

Do you know what Do you know what 
contains silica?contains silica?

Asbestos & 
Silica Awareness 

Day Event 
MOE - GIPPSLAND

The event will take place at Gippsland 

Heritage Park, Lloyd Street Moe  

Friday 28th November - Time 11am

Speakers of interest in silica and asbestos will be present 

to share info and their thoughts and experiences.

Ecumenical service will be conducted by Rev’d Gradwell 

Federicks from the Traralgon Anglican Church will conduct 

the ecumenical service for those present with families 

who have lost someone or who are suffering with either 

asbestos or silica disease, a time will be made available in 

the service for the laying of flowers.

The choir of YES I CAN! Gippsland Choir will be in 

attendance.

THERE WILL BE A COMMUNITY BBQ AT THE 

CONCLUSION OF THE EVENT COOKED BY OUR  

MOE LIONS CLUB.

Asbestos & Silica Awareness Day Event 
METRO MELBOURNE

The event will take place at the  Radisson Hotel on Flagstaff  Wednesday 12th November - Time 11am There will be morning tea available at approx. 10.30am on arrival and following the event there will be a light lunch served in the restaurant of the Radisson Hotel on the ground floor.
Speakers of interest in silica and asbestos will be present to share info and their thoughts and experiences. Ecumenical service conducted by Rev’d Lydia Thangadural from St Pauls Cathedral Melb. This will be conducted for those present with families who have lost someone or are suffering with asbestos and or silica disease. A time will be made available in the service for the laying of flowers. THE CHOIR OF HARD KNOCKS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE TO SING
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Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project Updates
Community update Mid Year 2025

Have your say 
on future use of 
Hazelwood mine 
Community feedback on future uses 
of the former Hazelwood Power 
Station and mine site is being sought, 
as part of development of the 
long-term rehabilitation plan.
Hazelwood, along with Loy Yang and 
Yallourn, is preparing its Declared 
Mine Rehabilitation Plan (DMRP). The 
Plans will outline what each mine 
license holder is proposing as the 
final state of each site.
Owners of Hazelwood Rehabilitation 
Project, ENGIE and Mitsui, are 
proposing a full lake in the former 
mine void as the final centrepiece of 
the site. Other elements could also 
be developed around the lake.
Since the former power station and 
mine officially ceased operating 
in 2017, a massive program of 
works has since been undertaken 
to demolish infrastructure and 
remediate the site.
The work continues. By the end 
of this year, the ENGIE Hazelwood 
Rehabilitation Project will be 
approximately half way through 
the preparatory work program to 
deliver a safe, stable, sustainable and 
non-polluting landform.
The purpose of the DMRP is to 
describe how closure is being 
planned, scientifically informed, 
and executed, in accordance with 
the Mineral Resources (Sustainable 
Development) (Mineral Industries) 
Amendment Regulations 2022. 
Most importantly the DMRP will 
allow for all interested parties to 
comment on what is planned. 
The Hazelwood mine licence covers 
an area of 4,000 hectares – larger 
than the area of Traralgon – and  has 
a number of key domains. As well 
as the mine void, which itself has a 
footprint of some 1,200 hectares, 

there are the Eastern Overburden 
Dump (EOD), the former power 
station block, intermediate areas 
that were utilised as staging areas for 
conveyor and other systems, as well 
as large tracts of land that form the 
remainder of the site. The other large 
key area is the Hazelwood Cooling 
Pond, which sits outside the mine 
licence but was an integral part of 
the former power station operation.
All interested parties will be invited 
to comment on the Hazelwood 
DMRP. 
Public exhibition commenced 
on 2 July 2025 and closes on 
2 September 2025. Further 
information is on the website www.
hazelwoodrehabilitation.com.au  

Environment 
Effects Statement 
preparation 
Preparation of technical reports for 
the Environment Effects Statement 
(EES) is nearing completion. 
Once all reports and chapters 
are finalised, the Department of 
Transport and Planning (DTP) will 
assess the adequacy of the EES to 
ensure it clearly explains the project 
and its likely environmental effects 
and assesses all the matters outlined 
in the Scoping Requirements. 
Review under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 

will also take place in the coming 
months. 
Public exhibition of the EES is 
expected to take place early in 2026, 
when stakeholders and members 
of the public will be able to review 
and make a submission on the 
technical reports, chapters and 
commonwealth assessment. The 
EES project team will provide public 
updates prior to exhibition about 
how to navigate the documents and 
make a submission. A copy of the 
DMRP will also be provided with 
the EES to ensure community and 
stakeholders are across the final long 
term rehabilitation requirements.

International 
interest  in mine 
rehab
The rehabilitation of the former 
Hazelwood power station and mine 
continues to attract international 
attention.
In early June, a large group from 
Indonesia toured the site as part of 
a program with a focus on achieving 
a just energy transition throughout 
Indonesia. 
The program, organised by 
Griffith University in Queensland, 
provides an opportunity for the 
next generation of global leaders 
to undertake study, research 
and professional development in 
Australia. Participants are people 

awarded international Scholarships 
and Short Courses funded by the 
Australian Government. 
The group toured Hazelwood as part 
of a Latrobe Valley visit, to help them 
explore ways in which energy sector 
emissions can be reduced in a way to 
ensure all people are able to benefit 
from the transition to net zero. 
It was an opportunity for the group 
to see the works that have taken 
place since closure and understand 
some of the issues involved. The tour 
included information about the new 
Hazelwood Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS), opportunities on the 
former power station site and plans 
for future uses of the 4,000 hectare 
site.

Long term 
revegetation 
program underway
Revegetation across a large area of 
the Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project 
site is well underway.
Despite a dry summer and autumn, 
nearly 80,000 new plants are in 
the ground across the Eastern 
Overburden Dump (EOD) which 
forms the ridge at the eastern end of 
the mine site. The planting program 
has taken place during the latter part 
of 2024 and early this year.
Planting is continuing through Winter, 
so that plants will be established 
coming into Spring.
The focus so far has been on the 
northern section of the EOD, 
where there are 10 planting zones 
encompassing three vegetation types 
– dense woodland, sparse woodland 
an grassy forest. 
The revegetation program includes 
targeted control runs to remove 
weeds, with a successful outcome in 
most areas.
Over the next six years it is expected 
nearly than half a million plants will 
be planted out across the EOD. 

Saturday 6th Dec 
Xmas lunch will be 
held at the Moe 
Racing Club 12pm 
2 course meal consisting of 
trio of roast lamb or chicken 
schnitzel and all the trimings 
and alternating plates – dessert 
will be sticky date and pavlova 
– Santa will be coming and Kris 
Kringle exchange of presents 
will take place for those who 
wish to participate. There will be 
a raffle. Please notify us of your 

attendance in advance by 17th 
Nov.– the lunch will be free to 
financial members. Any non-
attendance needs to be advised 
within 2 weeks of the date 
otherwise it will incur a charge   
If you have dietary needs 
please let us know and we 
will try to accommodate your 
requirements. 
We hope to 
see you on 
this merry day 
for all the fun 
and jolly good 
company.

Tuesday 2nd Dec 
Xmas lunch will be 
held at the Mulgrave 
Country Club 12pm 
please do not come any 
earlier as you will not be 
accommodated at a table until 
the time listed 
ACV/GARDS would love to 
see you there for a 2 course 
lunch – your pick from menu 
and dessert on us the lunch will 
be free to financial members. 

Come celebrate the festive 
season with fun, jolly good 
company. We are looking 
forward to seeing you there and 
don’t forget to bring your smiles 
and hungry tummies. We have 
notified members of the date in 
advance can you please confirm 
the booking to us by the 17th 
November  – if 
you have 
dietary needs 
please inform 
us a week 
prior to the 
lunch 

Pictured: The group from Indonesia, inspecting the former mine site.

XMAS LUNCH GIPPSLAND XMAS LUNCH METRO
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After getting her Dutch law 
degree, Dr. Yvonne Waterman 
LLM FFAAM worked as a 
personal injury lawyer for 
tobacco victims while also 
writing and researching a Ph.D. in 
comparative employers’ liability 
law for occupational accidents 
and diseases in the evenings.
After some years, she founded 
Waterman Legal Consultancy, a one-
woman niche law firm that focuses 
primarily on all things asbestos. She 
also presented at many international 
asbestos conferences, first at the 
Canadian Parliament in Ottawa, then 
in Yokohama and countless many more 
after that. Gradually, she built up both 
her speaking skills and an unparalleled 
network of asbestos professionals 
across the globe.  
In 2014, she started a Dutch 
foundation: the European Asbestos 
Forum foundation. 

This aims to bring asbestos 
professionals together, across sectors 
and borders, sharing the state of the 
art knowledge on everything relating 
to asbestos. Ultimately, to save lives 
as expressed in the foundation’s 
motto: ‘Collaboration, Acceleration, 
Eradication’. 

The foundation will 
soon announce its 8th 
international conference, 
which will be held on 13 & 
14 November 2025 in Bergen, Norway. 
More information on this conference 
will soon be published on https://www.
globalasbestosforum.org/conference/, 
likely by mid-August. Yvonne really 
hopes to improve on the record of 
her foundation: 26 countries  from six 
continents attending at the same time. 
Last year, after having presented 
and attended at a dozen asbestos 
conferences in as many countries, 
as well as co-organising the first 
international Colombian asbestos 
conference, she decided it was time 
to change the name of the foundation 
to ‘Global Asbestos Forum’, reflecting 
what it should have been from 
the start. She was also awarded a 
Fellowship by the Faculty of Asbestos 
Assessment and Management, which 
is part of the British Occupational 
Hygiene Society. 

Recently, she published the first Global 
Asbestos Forum magazine. As of 2025, 
this magazine of 88 pages will be 
published five times a year. Aimed at 
professionals while also reaching out to 
victim organisations, this excellent and 
educational magazine with beautiful 
photography showcases the global 
developments on asbestos and raises 
awareness. More information on a 
subscription will be published on the 
foundation’s website and on LinkedIn 
soon. If you would like a copy of the 
inaugural issue, you can email her at 
waterman@globalasbestosforum.org. 
In her spare time, Yvonne enjoys 
walking her Dobermann in the woods. 
We know Yvonne is planning a very 
big event, that will bring asbestos 
professionals and victims from all over 
the world together within a few years. 
So watch this space! 

ProfileProfile
Dr Yvonne Waterman 

TOGA Mesothelioma Masterclass
ACV/GARDS, members Vicki 
and Tanya were thrilled 
to attend the Masterclass 
and Vicki was honoured  to 
be asked to be a speaker 
at The Thoracic Oncology 
Group of Australasia (TOGA) 
Mesothelioma Masterclass, 
which took place on 16 May 
2025 at the Pullman Sydney 
Hyde Park.
The program showcased a diverse 
lineup of top experts presenting 
the latest advancements in 
mesothelioma treatment. 
Incorporating case studies, the 
program covered approaches to 
treatment and palliative care, gaps 
in knowledge, emerging areas 
of research, and the role of legal 
expertise in navigating compensation 
and litigation. Vicki Hamilton OAM 
was delighted to speak as a Patient 
Advocate – highlighting the areas 
where there are some wonderful 
improvements and where there 
could be improvements for patient’s 
needs. It was terrific to meet so 
many inspiring clinicians in their 

fields and the day was a great 
success. Others that spoke were: 
Prof Nick Pavlakis - MC, Prof Sonja 
Klebe – Diagnosis and Prevalence of 
Mesothelioma, Dr Jazmin Eckhaus 
– Role of Surgery in Mesothelioma, 
A/Prof Susan Harden – Radiation 
Oncology in Mesothelioma, A/Prof 
Steven Kao – Medical Therapies, A/
Prof Jaclyn Yoong – Palliative Care 
in Mesothelioma, Ms Mary Duffy 
AM – The role of Specialist Nurse, 
Prof Nick Pavlakis & Prof Arnaud 
Scherpereel and all speakers were on 
a panel discussion, A/Prof Anthony 
Linton / Prof Sonja Klebe – ADDRI 
Clinical Practice Guidelines, Mr Spiro 
Tzouganatos – Navigating Legal 
Considerations for Patients with 
Mesothelioma and Lung Cancer. 
There was a case study from Prof 
Thomas John with panelists A/Prof 
Anthony Linton, Vicki Hamilton OAM, 
A/Prof Susan Harden, A/Prof Steven 
Kao and Prof Kenneth Obyrne. Of 
course the highlight of the day was 
the International speaker Professor 
Arnaud Scherpereel from Lille 
University Hospital France  
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Morwell Trades Skills Centre  - TAFE Gippsland 

International Workers 
Memorial Day 2025

13th March ACV/GARDS conducted an 
awareness session to 110 apprentices at 
Morwell - TAFE Gippsland to plumbers and 
electricians - great bunch of switched on 
apprentices who asked terrific questions and 
went out of the session armed with info for 
their future trades - we wish them well in 
their future chosen profession - thank you to 
Joanna Mcneill Silicosis sufferer for coming 
and talking to the apprentices about silica.

Here are a few pics at the Morwell Trades 
Skills centre

Gippsland Trades & Labour Council Inc conducted a memorial service 
Monday 28th April in the Rose Garden, Morwell Victoria - Asbestos 
Council of Victoria/GARDS Inc attended the ceremony and placed 
flowers for all those who have suffered a workplace illness or death.

Please donate to us through the Victorian Container Deposit Scheme – 
the no to use is here in the displayed ad -every container counts. One of 
our members Brian Healy is taking care of the cans and bottles donated 
to us – He and Karen have been handling all of our donated containers 
and taking them to the facility – Thank you so much it is a big effort.



ASBESTOS COUNCIL OF VICTORIA / GARDS INC. 11

On Wednesday 19th March ACV/GARDS reps 
attended TAFE Gippsland Newborough campus and 
spoke to 20+ carpentry apprentices about asbestos 
and silica - we were lucky to have Joanna Mcneill 
Silicosis sufferer & advocate with us - the session saw 
the apprentices asking many questions and teachers 
joining in. It was great to have good interaction and 
we wish the apprentices all the best in their chosen 
trade - we hope the info provided helps them in their 
future professional and personal life : )
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Tafe Gippsland Newborugh Campus  
Asbestos & Silica Awareness

Gippsland Trades & Labour Council Inc 
Domestic Building & Construction

Asbestos & Silica Safety and Eradication Agency Silica Forum

3/2/2025 ACV/GARDS conducted an asbestos 
and silica awareness session at Gippsland Trades 
& Labour Council to the Domestic Building & 
Construction Course attendees.
We conducted a session to some young persons 
looking to get into a trade or some sort of pathway.

The course is at Gippsland Trades & Labour Council 
Inc office.

The course participants get training on all sorts of 
avenues they may take and a variety of subjects to 
equip them for what life might offer them up. 

Today they learnt about asbestos and silica through 
Joanna Mcneill Silicosis sufferer and our org. It was 
a privilege and honour to meet these young people 
and empower them with knowledge to take into 
their future working/domestic lives. We wish them all 
the best in their chosen pathways.

1st April - Joanna Mcneill and Vicki Hamilton OAM 
have attended the 1st  ASSEA committee Silica 
forum in Canberra - we are attending the silica 
advisory committee meeting as members of this 
group to talk all things silica with the intention of 
helping to focus the agency on what direction they 
should be taking with all things silica – Pictured 
here is Joanna, Vicki, from ASSEA -Julia & Georgia   
and another participant  
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asbestossafety.gov.auRenovations can 
disturb asbestos.

Inaugural Annual Committee Forum in Canberra
31st and 1st April Joanna and Vicki 
who attended the Inaugural Annual 
Committee Forum in Canberra a 
good start to new strategic plans 
from the newly formed  Asbestos 
Advisory Group  and the newly 

formed Silica advisory group to take 
us forward to 2030. 

Lots of discussion and conversation 
on what both these strategic plans 
should look like. Many voices from 

different areas with different 
expertise contributed to the 
conversation. 

See collective pic of all who 
attended the brain storming.

Vicki also attended an ASSEA 
Council meeting while in Canberra 
picture below of council members. 
It was a busy time. 

Met and talked with so many.  

18th & 19th Feb ACV/GARDS (Vicki and 
Tanya) travelled to Sydney along with 
Kimberley Crawford Asbestosis and 
Mesothelioma Association of Australia: 
AMAA, Melita Markey Asbestos and 
Dust Diseases Society of Australia 
and Liz Schenk Asbestos Diseases 
Foundation. 
We all were delighted to be invited 
to the Asbestos and Dust Diseases 
Research Institute, to help in advancing 
an exciting research project focused 
on the impact of psycho-social support 
on patient outcomes. ADDRI thinks 
it’s incredibly valuable to have the 
unique perspectives and experiences 
of support groups from around 
Australia dedicated to providing the 
best possible social support for people 
affected by dust diseases around the 
country.
The day also offered us all a wonderful 
opportunity for ADDRI to present 
its current research work and give 
us all a tour of of their labs. We are 
excited at the thought to progress 
this collaborative effort with ADDRI, 
and extend our sincere thanks to Mat 

Werfel a member of the ADDRI board, 
Kim Brislane CEO of ADDRI, Anthony 
Linton Head of Research, Shane 
McArdle Manager – International 
Projects , Carmel Oostveen 

Mesothelioma Support Coordinator, 
Jennifer Coles Silicosis Support 
Coordinator and a special mention to 
Nina O’Connell Locke for all her help in 
organizing us. 

Here is a group photo and 
one with our fav Mat Werfel 
and Kim Brislane – Kimberley 
Crawford - and of course Tanya 
and Vicki 

Asbestos and Dust Diseases Research  
Institute ADDRI – Project 
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Elders Rights Australia

Tuesday 29th April ACV/GARDS 
conducted its monthly meeting and 
was lucky to have the Latrobe Valley 
Philatelic Society come along and wow 
those present with some wonderful 
knowledge and many stamps on 
collecting - we would like to thank 
John Hewson and Felix Attard for their 
enthusiastic presentation - the society 
gave our org a lovely framed sheet 
of stamps and a book on collecting 
- it was a great afternoon of fun and 
laughter

24th June at our support group 
meeting – we were lucky to have 
Morgan Williams come along to talk 
to the group about the Elder Rights 
Australia org and what they are all 
about – The Value of Advocacy – Rights 
in Aged Care – Navigating the aged 
care system – Aged Care Volunteer 
Visitors Program – There was a lot to 
talk about and many experiences were 
exchanged on numerous subject. We 
were also luck to have Jane West and 
Terry Wilkins along with the wonderful 
Fred companion dog extraordinaire. 
Jane use to live here in Victoria until 

she moved to SA – she and Terry have 
been members for over a decade – 
they were visiting in Gippsland with 
family and decided to come to our 
support group meeting – so great to 
have them with us and them to meet 
new members. 

Latrobe Valley Philatelic Society

Bayswater Library Asbestos 
& Silica Awareness session 

to members
Friday 30th May #ACVGARDS - Tanya 
and Vicki conducted a session of 
awareness to a group of citizens from 
bayswater at the Bayswater library - 
great session and so many questions 
from people who attended - we were 

delighted to be asked to come and 
speak about our favourite subjects 
Asbestos and Silica and always good 
to meet the community - pictured 
here is two of the staff members at 
the library with Vicki

ACV/GARDS partnering with 
Melb Build 2025 Expo

We will be in sessions at the 
conference one of the first day 
Construction and the next day we 
will be speaking in partnership with 
ASSEA. 
So come along and see us in action. 
Look forward to seeing you there. 

So much to see and listen to. 
I will be in session -  Building 
Safety: The Crucial Role of 
Leadership in Construction (22nd 
Oct 12pm) and with ASSEA the next 
day  in a session on Asbestos
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ACV/GARDS conducting its awareness afternoon 
tea at our office - terrific speakers who shared their 
knowledge, one being Damian Murphy from Mairin 
OHS&E consulting we thank you for taking time out 
of your day to come and join in on the information 
sharing. Everyone enjoyed the fun time with story 
sharing about experiences they had with asbestos 

and silica.  It was not all serious though there was 
plenty of fun and laughter on the day. Many and 
varied samples were on display for people to make 
themselves aware of what asbestos and silica can 
be in - Great to see new faces of those looking for 
support - all in all a wonderful afternoon had by all 
for those who attended. The home-made scones and 

cakes were a treat and went down well. Thank you for 
the terrific talk given by our two Monash University 
First year Medical students who have been with us 
for 36 hours over the last month or so - they spoke 
well. We wish them every success in what path they 
take into the future in their medical careers.

Wednesday 21st May - Asbestos & Silica 
Awareness Afternoon Tea
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ASBESTOS

An estimated 4,000 
Australians die  
annually from 
asbestos-related 
diseases3

Time and cost to 
recover from a 
disaster increases 
significantly if 
asbestos is present7

Every dollar spent  
on increasing the rate 
of asbestos removal 
can return a positive 
net benefit to the 
Australian economy6

Asbestos is in one in 
three homes across 
Australia5 

Asbestos materials 
are degrading, 
increasing the risk 
they pose7

Increased asbestos 
removal from 
buildings can prevent 
up to 28,000 deaths by 
21006

128 countries still 
use asbestos, 
although  worldwide 
consumption halved 
in the past decade, 
decreasing to  
1.3 million tonnes in 
20228

Approximately  
6.4 million tonnes 
of asbestos materials 
remain in our built 
environment4

6.4m

Source: ASSEA Operational Plan 2024-25
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Second Monday of the month, 
1:30PM-3:30PM

Amaroo House 
Amaroo Street, Chadstone  

GIPPSLAND MOE SUPPORT GROUP 
MEETING 2025

Last Tuesday of the month  -  
1.30pm to 3.30pm

Meetings are held at ACV/GARDS Premises  
211 Lloyd Street, Moe

NIGHT MEETING, OPERATIONAL/
BUSINESS FOR 2025 - GIPPSLAND MOE

Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30PM-9:00PM

Meetings are held at ACV/GARDS Premises  
211 Lloyd Street, Moe

•	 Annual General Meeting Saturday 7th February 2026 – 
Our Office 

•	 16th September 2025
•	 21st October 2025
•	 18th November 2025
•	 No Meetings In Dec 2025 & Jan 2026 
•	 17th February 2026
•	 17th March 2026
•	 21st April 2026
•	 19th May 2026
•	 16th June 2026
•	 21 July 2026

•	 8th September 2025
•	 13th October 2025
•	 12th November – 2025 Asbestos & Silica Awareness 

Event – Radisson Hotel On Flagstaff 11am 
•	 2nd December 2025 – Xmas Breakup Lunch Mulgrave 

Country Club – 12pm 
•	 Holiday Break 
•	 9th Febuary 2026
•	 13th March 2026 – Due To Public Holiday Changed To 16th 

March 2026
•	 13th April 2026
•	 11th May 2026 
•	 8th June 2026 – Due To Public Holiday Changed To 15th 

June 2026
•	 13th July 2026

METRO CHADSTONE SUPPORT GROUP 
MEETING 2025

•	 30th September 2025
•	 28th October 2025
•	 28th November – Asbestos & Silica Awareness Day 

Event – Gippsland Heritage Park, Lloyd St, Moe 11am  
•	 6th December Xmas Break Up Lunch -  Moe Racing 

Club – 12pm
•	 Holiday Break 
•	 24th February 2026
•	 31st March 2026
•	 28th April 2026
•	 26th May 2026
•	 30th June 2026
•	 13th July 2026 

INCORPORATING OUR ASBESTOS/SILICA  
SUPPORT GROUPS IN GIPPSLAND & METROMEETING DATES

New Silica Support Hub

We are a group of injured workers 
offering support, advocacy and 
assistance to injured workers. “Where 
no one walks alone”.
Online Support Group
Injured Workers Support Team – We’re 
Stronger Together
A Facebook Group of injured workers 
offering support, advocacy and 
assistance to injured workers, ‘Where 
no one stands alone’. The group is 
by invitation only so please contact 
the info line of the Facebook site for 
assistance and to join.
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/416951452944110/

Asbestos and Dust Diseases Research Institute - ADDRI have created a 
new silica support hub @silicosis.org.au 
Take a look at the new site it has a lot of info to help support silica 
sufferers and their families well done ADDRI this is a much needed 
resource.

ACV/GARDS congratulates Senior 
Advisor at APHEDA, Phillip Hazelton, 
who has been awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia for his 
service to the trade union movement, 
particularly in asbestos eradication 
advocacy.
Phillip has been a tireless advocate 
for workers’ rights since 1988, when 
began working as a project officer 
with Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA. 
He went on to serve as Executive 
Officer from 1990 to 2002. His 
dedication to the global campaign 
to ban asbestos continues to 
this day, as he supports a vast 
network of activists working to 
protect workers’ health and 
safety worldwide. 

New major ban came into 
force for silica (engineered 
bench tops) from January 
1st 2025 - After years of 
harrowing stories of young 
Aussie tradies becoming sick 
and even dying at a young 
age
Engineered stone had 
become a common material 
in the building of Aussie 
homes over the years, 
used in kitchen benchtops 
in properties across the 
country. But from January 
1, the federal government 
will strengthen restrictions 
on it, banning imports from 
entering Australia.
Industry insiders say it will 
permanently close the 
loophole - but has it?

Phillip Hazelton Congratulations

Earlier this year 8/2/2025 ACV/GARDS conducted its Annual General 
Meeting and elected our 3 new committee members - as it turns out those 
who had been standing in the positions for the previous 2 years were duly 
elected again. So we would like to congratulate Maree Phillips returning as 
Vice President, Sharyn Fenech returning as committee member and Vicki 
Hamilton as Secretary  congrats to all it was a very successful meeting. Here 
is a pic of the entire committee - we wish them well for 2025/26  

Injured Workers 
Support Team - 
We’re Stronger 

Together Election of Committee at AGM
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Special People and Organisations

Have you paid your ACV/GARDS 
MEMBERSHIP FEES

Do you know what Do you know what 
contains silica?contains silica?

Regular donations made to us by these 

generous companies – thank you to:  

Sam & Matt Erbs and all the team at 

Mairin OHS&E Consulting – Moe – We 

thank you for your continued support. 

Steve Day and all the team at Latrobe 

Plumbing and Asbestos thank you for 

your support.

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank individuals who have donated to us 

in diverse ways over the last six months –

Carolyn Davis regular donations each month, 

On line donations made by: Michael 

Hutchinson and family, Mark Waltham, Chris 

Healy, Malcolm Fabiny, Denise Horsey, Anne 

Bishop, Karen & Brian Healy, Maree Hall, 

Ian Lee, Terry Magnuson, Gippsland Model 

Engineering Society, Glenda Edebohls, Sean 

Cameron, Roger Nicholls, Jane West and 

Terry Wilkins, Chris Badger, Vivien Gunn,   

Julie Faith, Sharyn Fenech, Mary & Liam 

Rossney, Vicki Hamilton, Graeme Hamilton, 

Dorothy Roberts 

Thank you to Michael Hutchinson and family for your wonderful donation we really appreciate the support 

Terry Magnuson and Darah – thank 
you so much for your donation and 

support of us

Donations made in Memory  of - Alan Roberts    
•	 Vicki & Graeme Hamilton, Dorothy Roberts 

Donations made in Memory  

of - Peter Fenech    

•	 Sharyn Fenech, Michelle Fenech, Jason 

Fenech 

A big thank you to Petra Webster for all the rugs, throws and scarfs she makes for us that go into our raffle and for others to purchase her creations – she is so clever & we are so lucky to have her helping in this way 

A big thank you to Engie for 
sponsoring our newsletters this year 
– wonderful to have your support – 

special thank you to Tom and Ian 

T hank T hank 
YouYou

Gippsland Model Engineering Society Thank you for your generous donation to us – very much appreciated 

Thank you to Brian & Karen Healy 

setting up our fundraiser for Recycling 

and looking after the disposal of the 

recycle as it comes into the office – it 

is very much appreciated – Thank you 

to all who contribute their cans and 

bottles to making this a success

Donations made in Memory  
of - Peter Gunn   
•	 Vivien Gunn

Donations made in Memory  
of - Jim Sargeant     
•	 Mary and Liam Rossney 

Donations made in Memory  
of - Sandy Gunn     
•	 Vivien Gunn

Donations made in Memory  
of - Alan Faith     
•	 Julie Faith

All fees are due and payable by 
30th September of each year 
The fees are:  $5 for concession & $15 for employed 
persons. Joining fee remains the same at $5.

Just ‘HELPING’ to 
do some reno’s?

Asbestos: don’t disturb it, 

drill it, cut it or break it!

Asbestos exposure can kill

www.gards.orgwww.gards.org
211 Lloyd Street Moe211 Lloyd Street Moe      
Mobile: 0407 274 173 Mobile: 0407 274 173 G
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ACV/GARDS would like to thank Engie for helping to sponsor our up and coming Asbestos & Silica Awareness day event – it means a great a deal to our org to have companies like yours sponsor in this manner – again a big thank you to Tom and Ian 

Donations made in Memory  

of - Richard Roberts     
•	 Dorothy Roberts & Vicki Hamilton 

Donations made in Memory  
of - Ken Edebhohls     
•	 Glenda Edebohls 
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ACV/GARDS Inc. Membership Form

Office Use Only

I.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  a Member of the ACV/GARDS Inc. nominate the Applicant for
Membership of the Association

Signature of Proposer:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date:

I.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  a Member of the ACV/GARDS Inc. second the nomination of the 
Applicant for Membership of the Association

Signature of Seconder:.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date:

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                                                                                            

Address:���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                                                                                          

Postcode:.. . . . . . . . . Telephone: .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Email:������������������������������������                                 

Occupation:������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������                                                                                       

ACV/GARDS NEW MEMBERS Joining Fee Initial Fee of: $5.00
PLUS Concession or Full Rate below in first year – each year after only annual fee
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1. Concession (Pensioner/unemployed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00

2. Full Rate (employed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00
All membership prices include GST

Upon my admission as a Member, I agree to be bound by the rules of ACV/GARDS Inc.

Signature: .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date:

Please return to ACV/GARDS Inc. with payment, PO Box 111, MOE, Vic. 3825

Asbestos Council of Victoria/Gippsland Asbestos Related Diseases Support Inc.
ABN: 77 687 118 554 - Inc. No. A0042386U

Committee of 
Management
President:
Dorothy Roberts 
Mobile 0407274174
Vice President:
Maree Phillips
Mobile 0458565726
CEO/Secretary:
Vicki Hamilton OAM 
Mobile 0407274173
Treasurer:
David Fairbairn
Mobile 0403319520
Member:
Sharyn Fenech
Mobile – 0423587363
Member:
Karen Healy 
Mobile -0429960537

ACV/GARDS Fees
Joining Fee: . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
Annual Fees: 
Pensioner/Concession 
Unemployed . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
Employed persons.. . . . . . $15.00

Meetings
Operations at this present time
GIPPSLAND - MOE
SUPPORT:  
Last Tuesday of month,  
1.30pm - 3.30pm
211 Lloyd St, Moe  
All meetings are face to face at our 
office  
METRO - CHADSTONE
SUPPORT:  
2nd Monday of month,  
1.30pm - 3.30pm
Amaroo Neighbourhood Centre -  
34 Amaroo St, Chadstone
Contact Maitea Lovric or  
Vicki Hamilton – all meetings are  
face to face 
ORGANISATIONAL/OPERATIONAL
EVENING:  
3rd Tuesday of month,  
7.30pm - 9.00pm
211 Lloyd St, Moe
By telephone conferencing and  
face to face 

Office Hours
Monday to Thursday 
10am - 4pm
Friday - By appointment

Our support group  
Facilitator Maitea Lovric, who conducts our ACV/GARDS Metro support group can be 

contacted by mobile # 0481987953

Up and coming events 2026
 

Annual General Meeting
Asbestos Council of Victoria/GARDS Inc conducted its  

AGM Saturday the 7th February 2026 at 11am
Positions vacant are: 

President – Treasurer – Committee Member
Other business to be conducted - Election of Auditor for 2025/26

Returning Officer: Graeme Hamilton - Nomination forms can be collected from the ACV/
GARDS office, or down-loaded from the ACV/GARDS web site or forwarded by post on 

request to ACV/GARDS Secretary - Completed nomination forms need to be received by 
the Returning Officer no later than 7 days prior to the election to PO Box 111, Moe, Vic. 

3825 or handed in at the ACV/GARDS office – 211 Lloyd Street, Moe.
If you are intending to join us please make sure you are well - if feeling unwell please  

stay at home. Remember this is a vulnerable group.
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ACV/GARDS Inc. Organisational/ 
Operational Evening Meeting

ACV/GARDS has an organisational, 
activities and advocating arm. 
Interested financial members can 
come along to evening meetings, 
which are, conducted 7.30pm – 
9.30pm on the third Tuesday of the 
month at our office.

These meetings provide a focal point for 
information sharing and problem identification. 
The aim of this group is to focus on improving 
health and support services and any other issues 
deemed relevant to improving overall outcomes 
to asbestos & silica sufferers, their families, and 
the public. Thus, ensuring asbestos & silica related 
issues are kept in the public eye and trying to rid 
our built environment of these carcinogens.  

ACV/GARDS INC. SUPPORT

ACV/GARDS Inc. would like to thank 
these sponsors and supporters

Online donations 
http://www.givenow.com.au/gards
Mobile: 	  
0407 274 173 (24/7)
Website: 	 
www.gards.org
SKYPE: 	  
VickiGARDS

ACV/GARDS provides support and information to asbestos 
& silica sufferers, their families, and carers. This includes a 
telephone information/support service 24 hours, 7 days a 
week. ACV/GARDS has an office, which is open for sufferers, 
their families, carers, and the general community to access at 
the times listed in the information section.

ACV/GARDS INC. Support also conducts a 2x monthly meeting 
(1.30pm – 3.30pm) one on the last Tuesday of the month in 
Gippsland at 211 Lloyd Street, Moe & one on the 2nd Monday 
of the month at Chadstone – Amaroo Neighbourhood Centre – 
34 Amaroo St, Chadstone) where guest presenters are invited 
to provide information about support services of all kinds and 
any other topics of interest that the members might find of 
relevance. The meetings also provide a gathering place for 
experiences; ACV/GARDS Support is open to anyone whose 
lives have been affected by asbestos or silica, their families, 
and the public.

ACV/GARDS loans out free of charge to asbestos & 
silica sufferer’s members – (Gippsland only) - oxygen 
bottle regulators, conserving devices, oxygen home 
concentrators, wheelchairs, oxygen bottle carriers, 
nebuliser, shower & toilet chairs.  

We also have an extensive library of books, DVDs 
and CDs on asbestos & silica issues, health, social 
and environmental that we loan free of charge to 
those wishing to improve their knowledge.
ACV/GARDS can provide professional counselling with a 
qualified psychologist free of charge for those who have been 
diagnosed with asbestos or silica related diseases and their 
family members. If preferred telephone counselling can be 
arranged.

TH
ANK YOU

TH
ANK YOU

Find us on Facebook
Facebook.com/Asbestos 
Council of Victoria/GARDS 
Inc.

Follow us on X
Vicki Hamilton
twitter.com/@ACV_GARDS

Queensland Asbestos Audits

We are situated at:
211 Lloyd Street, Moe  
Victoria Australia 
PO Box 111, Moe, Vic. 3825

Major Sponsor

LATROBE VALLEY
  FUNERAL SERVICES


